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AGENDA

(1) Lecture
• Background on Vygotsky

• Beliefs about Learning

• Theorists he is responding to

• Zone of Proximal Development

• Scaffolded Learning

(2) Group Activity

(3) Concluding Thoughts & Discussion



Should students be 
separated by skill, 
class, and ability?



• Born November 17th, 1896

• Died June 11, 1934 at age 37

• Jewish Soviet Psychologist

• Specialized in sociocultural 

cognitive development



VYGOTSKY: PAST THE 
TEACHER/STUDENT DIVIDE

Obuchenie
• Russian term for education/training

• Teaching and learning as lateral, mutually dependent 
and intertwined

• Learning is co-constructed



VYGOTSKY: A HOLISTIC 
APPROACH TO LEARNING

• Learning is social

• Role of language and speaking

• Observation and self-reflection

• Learning by doing, creating, interacting

• Importance of asking questions

• Multiple perspectives

Learning never ends!



THEORISTS ADDRESSED 
BY VYGOTSKY

Jean Piaget
• Development precedes learning

• Learning is genetically-based

• Behaviouralism

Edward Thorndike
• Mind as a machine

• "Measurable standardized 
outcomes"

• "Piece rate" production

Michael Cole
• Prolepsis

• Idea of a "bud" or "flower"

• Similar to Vygotsky's work



THE ZPD: WHAT IS IT?
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THE ZPD: WHAT IS IT?

Actual Ability



THE ZPD: WHAT IS IT?

Potential Ability

Actual Ability



THE ZPD: WHAT IS IT?

Potential Ability

Actual Ability

ZPD



THE ZPD: MISCONCEPTIONS

• The ZPD can be navigated 
as an individual

• The ZPD can be achieved 
with a change of space



THE ZPD: INSIDE THE TOOLBOX

Scaffolding

MentorshipPlay



SCAFFOLDING ANALOGY

• The support of the instructor to build the 
support structure to students for a given topic 
being learned.

• The instructor will provide supports to help the 
student(s) learning, but will slowly ease those 
supports until the student(s) is able to complete 
the learned task on their own.

• E.g., In the building of a house, the scaffold 
provides support to the workers until the house 
is sturdy enough to support the workers' weight 
(where the analogy is derived).



ACTIVITY

1. Research an animal fun fact

2. Explain what you learned with your animal group

3. Mix groups and share the collective knowledge you gained about your 
animal



ACTIVITY

1 2 3

4 5 6

Google Search: facts about (animal) livescience



THOUGHTS?

• Do you think Vygotsky is right? Is learning a social process?

• How would you critique Vygotsky, or develop his ideas further?

• How do you feel Vygotsky's ideas are relevant to peer mentoring?

Should students be separated by skill, 

class, and ability?


